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A  F R E E  B E G I N N E R ’ S  G U I D E

eBay Beginner’s Guide
How to Start Selling on eBay

Everything a first-time seller needs — from setting up your account to landing your  
first sale.

Created by Simple Life Calculator

Written for complete beginners — no experience needed.
Practical · Encouraging · Easy to follow

eBay’s tools, fees, and policies change over time. Always confirm current details in your eBay account.

Simple Life Calculator Page 1



EBAY BEGINNER’S GUIDE How to Start Selling on eBay

Contents

1.  Welcome & Introduction 3

2.  Creating Your eBay Account 4

3.  What Should You Sell? 5

4.  Understanding eBay Fees 6

5.  Creating Your First Listing 7

6.  Shipping Basics 9

7.  How to Get Your First Sale 10

8.  Avoiding Common Beginner Mistakes 11

9.  Your 7-Day Beginner Action Plan 12

10.  Useful eBay Terms Glossary 13

11.  Quick Reference Checklist 14

HOW TO USE THIS GUIDE

Read it in order the first time — each section builds on the last, taking you from “I’ve never 
sold anything” to “my first listing is live.”

Then keep it handy as a reference. The checklists and the 7-day plan are made to be 
printed and ticked off.

You don’t need any experience. If a word is new, check the glossary near the end — it 
explains every term in plain language.
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1. Welcome & Introduction

Welcome! If you’ve never sold anything on eBay, you’re in exactly the right place. This guide 
walks you through the whole process in small, friendly steps — no jargon, no pressure, and 
nothing you need to know in advance.

eBay is one of the easiest places for a complete beginner to start selling. You can begin with 
things you already own, learn as you go, and grow at your own pace.

Why people sell on eBay
• It’s beginner-friendly — you can list an item in minutes.

• A huge built-in audience is already searching for what you have.

• You can start tiny (one item) with almost no cost.

• It works around your life — a few listings a week is fine.

Common reasons people start
• Decluttering the house and turning clutter into cash.

• Earning extra money on the side.

• Selling collectibles or items from a hobby they love.

• Testing the waters before starting a bigger business.

 BEGINNER TIP🌱

Start with what’s already in your home. Selling a few items you no longer need is the 
fastest way to learn how eBay works — with zero risk and no upfront cost.

Realistic expectations
Selling on eBay is rewarding, but it’s not instant riches. Here’s the honest picture:

• Your first sale might take a few days — that’s completely normal.

• Your earliest listings won’t be perfect, and that’s fine. You’ll improve fast.

• Small, steady progress beats waiting for everything to be “perfect.”

 PRO TIP💡

Set one simple goal for your first week: get a single listing published. Not ten — one. 
Finishing that first listing teaches you more than weeks of reading, and it makes the next 
one easy.
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2. Creating Your eBay Account

Setting up your account takes about ten minutes. You only do this once, and then you’re ready 
to sell.

Account setup steps
1. Go to eBay and choose to register — you can start with a personal account.

2. Enter your name, email, and a password (or sign up with an existing login).

3. Pick a memorable username — buyers will see this, so keep it simple and friendly.

4. Confirm your email address when eBay sends you a verification message.

5. When you’re ready to sell, follow eBay’s prompts to turn on selling.

Seller profile basics
• Add a clear profile and a friendly short bio if offered — it builds trust.

• Set up your payment details so eBay can pay you when items sell.

• Add your address for shipping labels and returns.

• Review your buying/selling preferences so they match how you want to work.

Account verification
• eBay may ask you to verify your identity and banking details before you get paid.

• This is normal and protects both you and your buyers.

• Have your ID and bank info ready to make this step quick.

 BEGINNER TIP🌱

Choose a username you won’t mind keeping long-term. It’s the name buyers associate 
with your shop, so something clean and positive works better than a random string of 
numbers.

 NOTES📝

My username idea:

Things to finish setting up:
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3. What Should You Sell?

The best first item is something you already own, in good condition, that people search for. Here 
are beginner-friendly categories to look around your home for:

Great categories for beginners
• Household items — kitchen gadgets, décor, tools, unused gifts.

• Collectibles — trading cards, coins, figures, vintage finds.

• Clothing — brand-name, new-with-tags, or gently used pieces.

• Electronics — phones, accessories, gaming gear, cables.

• Books — textbooks, rare editions, box sets.

Beginner-friendly ideas to look for
• Items in their original box or with tags still on.

• Brand-name goods — they’re easier to search for and price.

• Small, sturdy items that are cheap and simple to ship.

• Things you have more than one of, so you can learn by repeating.

 BEGINNER TIP🌱

Before you list, search eBay for the same item and look at ones that SOLD (not just listed). 
That shows you the realistic price and how others describe it — your fastest research 
shortcut.

 PRO TIP💡

Small and light is your friend when starting out. Lower shipping cost, less to pack, and less 
that can go wrong in the mail — it keeps your first sales simple and stress-free.
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4. Understanding eBay Fees

eBay charges a few simple fees so you can use its huge marketplace. You don’t need to 
memorize them — just understand the types so they never surprise you.

The main fees
• Insertion fee — a small fee for creating a listing. Many sellers get a number of free 

listings each month.

• Final value fee — a percentage eBay takes when your item sells. This is the main one 
to plan for.

• Promoted listings — optional. You pay a little extra to boost your item’s visibility in 
search.

 A SIMPLE FEE EXAMPLE🖩

Say you sell an item for $40 and shipping is $6 (so $46 total).

eBay’s final value fee is a percentage of that total, plus a small fixed amount per order.

If that worked out to roughly $7 in fees, you’d keep about $39 before your own costs.

The exact percentages are set by eBay and change over time — always check the current 
rates in your eBay account.

 PRO TIP💡

Always factor fees into your price BEFORE you list — not after it sells. A quick way to do 
this is the free eBay Fee Calculator and Break-Even Calculator at SimpleLifeCalc.com, 
which show what you’ll keep after fees.

 KEEP IT EVERGREEN📝

Fee amounts, free-listing allowances, and promoted-listing rates change over time. This 
guide explains the TYPES of fees; for current numbers, always look in your own eBay 
account.
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5. Creating Your First Listing

This is where it all comes together. A good listing does four things well: clear photos, a 
searchable title, an honest description, and a fair price. Let’s take them one at a time.

Photos
• Use good light — natural daylight near a window is perfect and free.

• Take several angles, plus close-ups of any flaws (honesty builds trust).

• Use a plain, clean background so the item stands out.

• Fill the frame — buyers should see the item clearly, not the room.

Titles
• Include the words a buyer would actually type (brand, model, size, color).

• Use all the space you’re given — more useful keywords help buyers find you.

• Skip random symbols and ALL CAPS — they look spammy and don’t help search.

Descriptions
• State exactly what it is, its condition, size, and what’s included.

• Mention any flaws plainly — it prevents returns and earns good feedback.

• Keep it scannable: short lines and simple bullet points.

Pricing
• Check what similar SOLD items went for, then price in that range.

• Decide between auction (good for in-demand items) and a fixed “Buy It Now” price.

• Remember to factor in fees and shipping so your price still profits.
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Your First Listing Checklist

Run through this before you hit “list.” When every box is ticked, you’re ready to publish with 
confidence.

Before you publish
  ☐ I took several clear, well-lit photos (including any flaws).

  ☐ My main photo has a clean, simple background.

  ☐ My title includes brand, model, size/color — the words buyers search.

  ☐ My description states condition, size, and what’s included.

  ☐ I mentioned any flaws honestly.

  ☐ I checked what similar items SOLD for.

  ☐ I chose a fair price that accounts for fees and shipping.

  ☐ I picked the correct item condition (new, used, etc.).

  ☐ I set a clear shipping cost (see the next section).

  ☐ I re-read everything for typos.

 BEGINNER TIP🌱

Your first listing won’t be flawless — and that’s fine. A published, slightly-imperfect listing 
beats a “perfect” one that never goes live. You can always edit it after it’s up.

 MY FIRST ITEM TO LIST📝

Item:

Target price:
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6. Shipping Basics

Shipping feels intimidating at first, but it’s simple once you’ve done it once. Here’s everything a 
beginner needs.

Choosing shipping methods
• For small, light items, a basic tracked mail service is usually cheapest.

• Offer a single, simple option at first — you can add more later.

• Decide whether you’ll charge for shipping or build it into the price (free shipping can 
attract buyers).

Packaging supplies
• Basics: boxes or padded mailers, tape, and some padding (bubble wrap, paper).

• Reuse clean boxes when you start — there’s no need to buy fancy supplies.

• Protect fragile items well; “over-pack” rather than risk damage.

Printing labels
• Buy and print your shipping label right from eBay — it’s often cheaper than the post 

office counter.

• No printer? You can write the address clearly, or use a label-printing option at drop-off.

• Attach the label securely and cover it with clear tape so it survives the journey.

Tracking
• Use a tracked service whenever you can — it protects you and reassures the buyer.

• eBay usually adds tracking automatically when you buy the label through them.

• Ship promptly — fast handling earns better feedback.

 COMMON MISTAKE⚠

Guessing the shipping cost. Weigh and measure your packed item before listing so you 
charge the right amount — undercharging quietly eats your profit on every sale.
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Shipping Checklist & Your First Sale

Shipping checklist
  ☐ I weighed and measured the packed item.

  ☐ I have boxes/mailers, tape, and padding ready.

  ☐ I chose a tracked shipping method.

  ☐ I set the correct shipping cost in my listing.

  ☐ I printed (or planned how to get) my label.

  ☐ I packed securely and covered the label with tape.

  ☐ I shipped promptly and marked the item as sent.

7. How to Get Your First Sale

Once your listing is live, a few simple habits make that first sale arrive sooner.

• Competitive pricing — price in line with similar SOLD items; being wildly higher scares 
buyers off.

• Good photos — clear, bright images are the #1 thing that makes a buyer click and trust.

• Fast responses — reply to buyer questions quickly; speed often wins the sale.

• Seller reputation — ship fast, describe honestly, and be polite to earn the positive 
feedback that attracts future buyers.

 PRO TIP💡

New sellers have no feedback yet — that’s normal. Make up for it with honest descriptions, 
great photos, and quick replies. Your first few smooth sales build the reputation that makes 
the rest easier.
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8. Avoiding Common Beginner Mistakes

Every new seller hits a few bumps. Here are the most common ones — and how to sidestep 
them from day one.

The big five
• Poor photos — dark, blurry, or cluttered images lose buyers instantly. Fix: good light, 

clean background.

• Overpricing — hopeful prices sit unsold. Fix: price to recent SOLD listings.

• Incorrect shipping costs — guessing means losing money. Fix: weigh and measure 
first.

• Weak titles — missing keywords means buyers never find you. Fix: brand, model, size, 
color.

• Not reading item conditions carefully — the wrong condition leads to returns. Fix: pick 
the accurate option and describe honestly.

 COMMON MISTAKE⚠

Writing a vague title like “Nice jacket, great deal!” Buyers search for specifics — “Nike 
Men’s Running Jacket Blue Size L” will be found far more often. Specific always beats 
clever.

 PRO TIP💡

Don’t try to avoid all five at once. Pick the ONE most likely to trip you up — usually photos 
or pricing — and nail it on your first listing. You’ll naturally improve the rest as you go.

 ONE MISTAKE I’LL WATCH FOR📝

My focus:

Simple Life Calculator Page 11



EBAY BEGINNER’S GUIDE How to Start Selling on eBay

9. Your 7-Day Beginner Action Plan

A simple, low-pressure plan to go from zero to your first live listing in a week. Do one small step 
a day — or move faster if you’re keen.

Day Your one small job

Day 1 Create your eBay account and confirm your email.

Day 2 Set up payment, address, and seller details.

Day 3 Pick one item from home to sell first.

Day 4 Take clear, well-lit photos of it.

Day 5 Research SOLD prices and write your title & description.

Day 6 Set your price and shipping; publish the listing!

Day 7 Share your listing, answer questions, and plan item #2.

 BEGINNER TIP🌱

If a day slips, don’t scrap the plan — just pick up where you left off. The goal is one 
published listing, not a perfect schedule. Progress beats perfection every time.

 MY START DATE & FIRST ITEM📝

I’ll start on:

My first item will be:
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10. Useful eBay Terms Glossary

New words explained in plain language. Skim it now, and come back whenever a term is 
unfamiliar.

Term What it means (in plain English)

Listing Your item’s page where buyers see photos, details, and price.

Buy It Now A fixed price — buyers can purchase instantly without bidding.

Auction Buyers place bids; the highest bidder wins when time runs out.

Insertion fee A small fee for creating a listing (you often get free ones).

Final value fee A percentage eBay takes when your item sells.

Promoted listing Paying a little extra to boost your item in search results.

Feedback Ratings and comments buyers leave — your seller reputation.

Handling time How quickly you promise to ship after a sale.

Tracking A number that follows your parcel’s journey to the buyer.

Condition How new or used an item is (new, like new, used, etc.).

Watchers People who saved your listing to keep an eye on it.
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11. Quick Reference Checklist

A one-page summary of the whole guide. Print it and keep it beside you for your first few sales.

Setup
  ☐ eBay account created and email confirmed.

  ☐ Payment, address, and seller details set up.

  ☐ Identity/bank verification completed if asked.

Choose & research
  ☐ Picked a beginner-friendly item from home.

  ☐ Checked what similar items SOLD for.

List
  ☐ Clear, bright photos from several angles.

  ☐ Keyword-rich title (brand, model, size, color).

  ☐ Honest description with condition and flaws.

  ☐ Fair price that accounts for fees and shipping.

  ☐ Correct item condition selected.

Ship
  ☐ Weighed and measured the packed item.

  ☐ Packing supplies ready; tracked method chosen.

  ☐ Label printed and item shipped promptly.

Grow
  ☐ Replied to questions quickly.

  ☐ Aimed for honest, fast, friendly service — great feedback.

  ☐ Planned my next listing.

 PRO TIP💡

Run each item through the free eBay Fee Calculator and Break-Even Calculator at 
SimpleLifeCalc.com before you list — so you always know what you’ll keep before you sell.
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You’re Ready to Start Selling!

That’s everything you need to publish your first eBay listing with confidence. Remember the one 
rule that matters most when you’re starting out:

 THE ONE THING TO REMEMBER🌱

Done beats perfect. Your first listing won’t be flawless — publish it anyway. You’ll learn 
more from one live listing than from a week of planning, and every listing after it gets 
easier.

Take it one small step at a time, be honest with your buyers, and celebrate that first sale when it 
lands — you’ve earned it.

You’ve got this. Go list that first item! 🚀

Created by Simple Life Calculator
Explore more free calculators, worksheets, and seller resources to help you sell smarter — 

including the eBay Fee Calculator and Break-Even Calculator.

Visit SimpleLifeCalc.com
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